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Secretary and footpath officer at Cirencester
Ramblers Richard Holmes said he had gone as
far as contacting Ramblers Central Office in
London and asking the solicitor to send a letter to
GCC.
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John Lane said that at the beginning of the

project, the developers closed the path for health

and safety due to the amount of building equipment and construction
vehicles moving on and off the site.

“We assessed the site and closed the footpath for a period of six months.
However, the building work has continued and each year the developer
has applied for a continued closure which the Secretary of State has then
approved,” he said. “We expect to see the footpath reopened once the
work is complete and the area becomes safe for walkers once again.”

Director for Coln Park Giles Baker said: "We have had extensive, open
and ongoing discussions with the three parish councils, Bowmoor Sailing
Club and local ramblers' groups.

"As a result we are to shortly hold a public meeting to address the matters
of concern that have been highlighted through our discussions with the
community."

The meeting is planned for later this October in Lechlade to try and
reassure the public.

It will be chaired by deputy leader of GCC and Fairford and Lechlade
councillor Ray Theodoulou.

“I have a great deal of sympathy for those who have lost the path,” said
Clir Theodoulou. “The development is a slow one and the locals don't feel
anyone is helping. The meeting will hopefully provide some assurance that
there is a plan which will stick.”

The meeting will be held at Lechlade Memorial Hall on Tuesday, October
15 at 7pm. All members of the public are welcome.
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